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Revision Notes: MS# P-060b, "Small Unit Tactics 11 

Par. Line • 

9 All 

16 2-4 

Recomr.:ended changes, additions, corrections. 
(with reasons - where applicable) 

US armored doctrine differs as fo]..lows: 

The US reconnaissance company provides security, 

performs reconnaissance or light combat for 

units to which assigned or attached. The 

organization, equipment and tr1:,ining enable 

this unit to o.ttack, to defe~d or to delay, and 

it will engage in whichever type of uction its 

mission and the situation dictate. 

(Po.ragraph 2, FM 17-22.) 

US a:::-mored doctrine differs as follows: 

Artillery battalions mr:..y be attached to, or 

placed jn direct support of, "the ·armored task 

force. 11 Centralized artillery commDnd is main­

tained as long as this type of command can 

accomplish the massing of fires in support of 

every unit of the division. When this becomes 

impossible due to distance or difficulties of 

communi'cation, one or nore light battu.lions are 

attached to each 11 armored task force" which 

cannot be supported ndeqi.lately. 

(The US counterpc.rt of an "&rmored t::1.sk force 11 

is the combat command within the arnored 

division o.nd the above is the US doctrine. 

ParugPnph 43e FM 17-100.) 
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• MS # P-060b _. 

3 103 17 5-7 

4 104 19 1 

5 • 105 24 ALL 

6 105 27 ALL 

7 105 28 ALL 

_,_ 
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US armored doctrine differs as follows: 

US n.rm.ored units do not have assault guns. 

If the enemy is superior in ta:iks, heavy tank · 

uni ts ;nay he at tachec. in whole or in p:1.rt to 

th& m::1jor commands. The heavy tank units 

:ir8 the best anti tank 1.mi ts in the di vision 

~ncl are employE<d when their fir e poi,er is 

needed to meet enemy tanks. 

(Par-i gro.ph 102b, FM 17-100.) 

This p'.lr2graph is not quite clear. Apparently 

there :is a typographical error with t'.lnk 

company substituted for engineer compc.ny. 

US armored doctrine differs as follows~ 

There is no US unit cor-ip1.ro.ble to a ibot.or-· 

cyclG squad" of ;_1 battalion. Motorcycles nre 

not used in combat areas by US forces. 

US armored doctrine differs 1.s follows~ 

,·rrna~e" tactics a s such are not consistent 

with US armored doctrine. Tho US tank bat-

-talion normally adv~ces by fire and maneuver. 

(P9.ragraph 37, FM 17-JJ.) 

US armored doctrine on employment of heavy 

tanks differs as follows: 

V\'hen the eneray situation has been cryst.:11-

lized· and enemy tank strength is kno1Nn to be 

facing the assaulting troops, the heavy tank 

;iii 
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7 (Cont'd) 

8 105 28 ALL 

9 106 31 ALL 

10 106 33 ALL 

11 107 34 8-10 

uni ts mily lead the attuck, other,'Iiso they are: 

held in reserve until a thre:J.t develops. 

(Paro.graph 250, FM 17-33,) 

US a.mored doctrine differs as follcws: 

US doctrine does not use the 11 wave 11 con~ept; 

however, the initiative is retained by con-

tinuous application of force against those 

portions of the enemy defense least capable 

of withstanding o.tt:J.ck. Retention of the 

ini tiativi:=, if furthered by a rapid succession 

of attacks against vulnerable points. 

(ParJ.graph 39, FM 17-33.) 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

Artillery forward observers are attached to eJ.ch 

reinforcod coI"l.pany. (Pel.re.graph 139, FM 17-33.) 

US doctrine differs as follows: 
unit 

The tan,!ycommander stations himself where h8 

obtains the maximum observation and control of 

his unit at, all times, either by advancing 

from one commanding terrain feature to another 

or by taking up a central position when his 

entire unit is moving. (Par. 39, FM 17-32.) 

The newly developed T-18 type US armored. 

infantry ve~icle is completely enclosed in 

armor, thereby protecting the ~rmored infantry 

from small arms and shell fra.gemen ts includ-

!i..v 
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11 

12 107 35 

13 107 36 

14 107 38 

15 109 45 

16 111 52 

6-7 

ALL 

2 

2 

1 

ing overhead a:::-tillery bursts. 

(Par3.graph 6, FM 7-17.) 

US armored infantry battalions have a mortar 

platoon rather than a "heavy mortar comr:;:my. 11 

US armored doctrine differs as follows: 

Armored infantry advance mounted :is far for­

ward as possible in each situation. This con­

serves energy, speeds the o.dvance, reduces 

casualties in crossing areas swept by snall 

arns firos ~nd shell frQgnents and uses the 

fi:·ep07✓er of the armored infantry vehicles. 

After the o.rmorecl info.ntry dismount, the 

vehicular m~chine guns are manned and fired 

to give close support to the attack to 

utilize fully the offensive capabilities of 

the armored infantry vehicle. 

(Paragraph 92, FM 7-17.) 

US armored infantry battalions have no 

"an ti tank gun pl3. toon . 11 

Assault gun battalions are not org:mic to 

the US info.ntry division T/O&E. However, 

there is one tank company orgo.nic to en.ch 

infantry regiment. 

US armored doctrine differs as follows: 

DS forces have no assault guns, but utilize 
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16 (Cont 1d) 

17 116 11 2 

13 122 35b All 

fan}:s in infantry units in ·a dw~I role. 

'fanks with infLU1 try • engc,ge enemy armor und 

:tutomntic weapons, and support the advance 

of friendly infantry. The infantry, in turn, 

employing infuntry tactics of fire end maneuver} 

support the t.mks by destroying dug-in anti­

tank guns n...>id tunk hunters who cannot be 

engaged or observed by took crews. 

(Paragraph 95, FM 1 7-32.) 

Reference j_3 made in several places to an 

artillery reserve. Based on other published 

German documents it is beli.eved that the 

uuthors are referring to ;_~ r0serve cf fire 

r ather than to a reserve of artillery units. 

The policy of not holding artillery in reserve 

is common t,o ull armies except the Soviet who 

have so much of it thnt they can seem to afford 

thi;:; uneconomical practice. NormalJ.y the 

reserve of the artillery is its ammunition. 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

It is desirable to send out a forvmrd observer 

to each front line company or similar organi­

zation. Their primary mission is to adjust 

artillery fire on those hostile elements which 

interfere with the mission of the unit or 

units with which they fare working. 
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19 130 1 All 

141 3a All 

21 142 3b 2 

22 145 13 4-6 

., 

i: 
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Ai\. discussed includes the AA weapons of all 

' units and not just AA units. Also it should 

be; 'rerne:nbered that in the Germnn Army the 

bulk :of the AA units were Air Force units. 

This paragn.1.ph i mplies a prP-ference for 

obstacles to be i.n front of, not to the rea.r 

of, the MLR . These so.me obstacles are 

desirable on the flanks 9 especially an ex--

posed flilll:i:c and would greatly enhance the 

strength of the defensive position, provided, 

of course, that the defense was tied into 

the obstacle. 

•US :doctrine is that at battalion Md regi­

mento.l·level it is preferc.ble to have local 

reser've·s· occupy· prepared positions. When used 

ns a counterattacking force these reserves are 

reinforced with all uvailc..ble weapons to in-

elude tunks. 

US doctrine differs as follov:s: 

Unit comm.L:.nders must coorciim.te the defense 

of bcundaries to insure trmt no weak points 

exist in the defense of the boundary. Within 

a front line regiment , it is preferable, 

usually, to have reserve units occupy prepared 

positions in contrast to being held mobile . 

vii 
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17 ALL 

147 22 4-6 

23 3 

US doctrine difft,rs as f()ll,,"?rs: 

Th ,1 ~,uppcrt platoon of ::i. front line co ;-,ipo.ny 

j s r:-:..r ,Jly c:i.l.led upon t c, l :::,unch ~, counter-

''.tt::.,_ ck, and ,.,v,ff: then it is mor0 e, f :t s:1;-:.. ll 

~.;op-up acticn than '.' countero.tt::-.ck. R8scrv,·, 

tm i ts 1:,.r ,-:, n ot in r ear of th•J sr1ctc•r c f th, _; 

ptlrent, unit. Rr.thcr they are in the r e:1.r 

porti ,m of the po.rent unit's s0ctor. 

US Doctrine differs as f,::,llovrn : 

The fires of rv:i.chino guns :::.nd mortars of the 

co.~pRny are int,3gr C1.t -.,d int• :, th0 b:1tt2lion cc -

orJin 1.ted fire plan. Our differenc0s in organi-

Z'.ltion of '.l unit modify to n degr ee the loc~tion 

o f responsibility for th e employment cf rifLi 

co;-:ip-.my light n:::ichine guns. Th8 rifl0 pb.t oc-n 

lead,:Jr 'lnd ul tim::it cly th0 ri fl0 compcmy coJ:1-

mnnder '.lre responsible to see t,h:1t th,.:1 light 

r;i··,chin,:J gun s of the d.fle pl.'.ltoon1:.; :ere •:::mploy r:od 

k tie-in ·.,ith the b <J. tt:ili on ccorc~in::ted f :.r c pl~.n. 

ib.chind guns c f th e:, fr ont lin0 pl-:it'.Jons llre 

non1ally :im_}Jl oyed along thcl rw:.dn lin<') c f rosi s --

ta.nc·J qn d 'li thin trw pl ..-~tocn ar13'.l.:c; . 

US doctrina differs r s follo~s : 

'rte norr.1:11 empl oyr:ian t c f ·.:. rifle company in 

d,3 f cn sG i s t o pl:1ce t 1<vo rifle pl1.toons en line 

'mC. t he third ri fl,s pl·, toon in support. Orn; 



, 

MS It l'-060b 

(Cont' J) 

27 148 25 All 

5 7-rnm rifle: of th.::, weapons platoon is normc.:.lly 

L':J.ployad within e,wh rifle platoon area Wld 

the mortnrs ur9 employed by section in the 

vicinity of th0 support platoon. The support 

. plu.t00n is located within thE: comp1:llly urea where 

it con ~upport the front line platoons by fire , 

protect th& flonks w:id r ev:r, add depth to the 

comp:..ny position and, exqeptionally, e j ect an 

en~my penetration. 

US doctrine differs us follows: 

A rifle platoon does not establish "· comm~d 

. post ~s . such. ThG platoon l eader may have one 

. 0r mor(, observt,tion posts but he is not tied 

. down; he goes wherever his presence is needed. 

He assigns each squad a sector to be occupied mid 

ll sector of fin. The fire of squad sectors 

. must overlap and ench rifleman within the squad 

is also assigned a sector of fire which overlaps 

with riflemen on his flanks. The platoon leauer 

also us~igns ~ principal direction and sector of 

fire t o the automatic riflemon . The rifle squ:..d 

l s:.;ad0r locates himself just in rc;;ur of his squad 

in a position where he cnn CJntrol euch man of 

his squad. The decision t o occupy one- or two­

man foxhol es varies within units. 

i:x 
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28 ,_/; 9 27 f;ll 

29 149 1-3 

150 31 All 

31 37 .All 

L'S doctrine djffors as follows: 

Antitank protection for the company position 

is provide. a by locating rocket lcuncher tea.ms 

organic tc.'> pl£!toons to cover likely armored 

frpproaches. Anti tank rifle grem.d0s tire t.ho 

el!lployed for clcse-in anti tank protecti::m .Jf 

squc.d areas. The e1-;;plcymcnt of rocket l::unchers 

nnd &ntitnnk grPn&des is dependent upon and 

used ir: conj:mction with the battalion m1.titcnk 

aefense plfill. 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

Tht compc:my command post is not the fighting 

pc.st for the company commuI1der. It is n cJ t 

normal to combin(:) e. comp£,ny co:n..,12.nci post £'nd 

obsc,rvL.tion post. 

US doctrine prescribes th:_ t suppler.:..en t,[~r;,r posi­

tions should also be construct<'~d within each 

1)lr1toon area to provide for r:_11-around defense . 

• FS do~trim, differs as follov1s: 

The.. br.cttc.lion co:mmunder cievel:;ps the bnt~<t U -)n 

c0ordirw.t0d fire plf.l.Il. He assigns thP mr:.chin c3 

guns of thG h1:,; uvy weapons cor;:p@y finnl pr .-, -

~~ective lines l.C1d fills in gq)S in the fiu•J. 

_µr:)tecti ve lines with br:.r:::-ages of the hE:,, vy 

mort~rs nnd supporting 

X 
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31 • I ) ;_c-mt d 

32 151 38 1 

33 151 39 All 

artillery. The defensive fir£;S of the cor:1pany 

supplement the battalion fires and fill in 

gaps in the battdion fire plan. The coordin~ted 

battalion fire plan is designed to engage th£ enemy 

as early as possible wd with increasing inten-

sity to keep him under fire as he approaches 

the battle position. Weapons of the heavy 

;-;capons compcmy are not normally attached to 

the rifle corapnnies but are retained under 

battalion control. 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

Artillery forward observers are not attached 

to rifle companies but normally accompany each 

rifle company to observe and adjust artill~ry 

fires needed to support the action of the 

compuny and the battalion. 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

The battalion commander directs the employment 

of the battalion antitank weapons and develops 

the battalion coordinated antitank defense plnn. 

The cornpu,_viy employs its fill ti tank weu.pons to fill 

gaps in the battalion plan. The integrated 

company and battalion plan becomes the antitank 

defense plan of the battalion. 
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34 152 40 

35 41 

36 155 53 

37 :i.56 54 

All 

All 

1-2 

US doctrine differs us follows: 

In defense, tru1ks attached to the battalion 

are employed laterally ru1d in depth throughout 

the battle position. The tank is the most 

effective antitank weapon nnd should be located 

to cover the most dangerous armored approach. 

Tanks are not normally attached to rifle 

compmiies. 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

Engineer uctivities such as laying AT minefields 

~:,re norI?ally controlled by the rifle battalion 

commruider. Units having a need for flame throwers 

are given the weapon, but the receiving unit 

provides the crews. 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

The battalion commmider assigns the defensive area 

to be occupied by the company to include the for~ 

ward limit, the width, mid depth of the position. 

3-10 US doctrine differs as follows: 

The missions and employment of the battaliJn 

weapons are directed by the battalion cor.ummder. 

Company fire plans are integrated into the 

battalion fire pl:m mid not vice vers&. 

xii 
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38 156 56 

39 lG2 79 

40 164 87 

All 

All 

All 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

Tanks attached to the battalion are distributed 

luterally and in depth throughout the battle 

position; till'lkS not engaged in their antitank 

role may be used in the counterattack. Tanks v 

which are attached to the rifle battalion 

normally are not further attached to a sub­

ordirn:.te unit. 

US arnored doctrine on the employ;::ient of armored 

divisions in defense differs ns follows: 

An armored division is designed primarily for 

offensive action; however, because of its 

capabilities and versatility, it occasionally 

muy be used in a defensive role. An armored 

division, because of its inherent characteristics 

of mcbili ty [1Jld firepov1er, may be used to perform 

delaying action in front of the main battle 

position, or may be used ns a corps reserve 

with a counterattacking mission, and on occasion 

may be used to occupy a sector of the main battle 

position. (Paragraph 161, FM 1 7-100.) 

US armored doctrine,realizing the importmice of 

close cooperation and coordination between com­

manders with counterutt&ck missions and commnnders 

in ft'ont line positions, emphu.sizes alerting 

,ciii 
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40 (Cunt 1d) 

41 164 89 

42 165 90 

43 165 92 

1-3 

All 

All 

counterattack forces early so they know as 

soon as possible the principal direction of 

attack [md C[.:rt make their plans accordingly. 

US doctrine differs ns follows: 

The US f·ont line battalion commander is wholly 

responsible for G11titank defense of his battalion 

n.rea. • He h.1.s tanks nttnched to his battalion 

from the regi□ental tank company, but the tank 

COL~ander serves as c..n advisor t 0 the battalion 

cowmander. (P~ro.graph 3~2, FM 7-20.) 

Germen tactics of towed and self-propelled anti­

tank guns are not utilized by tho US Army. 

Regirnentl:.l tonk compuny platoons in the US Army 

h~ve a dual role but in .defense are the principal 

antitank weapons available to the regimental 

and b£,ttalion commanders. If tc.nks rsre m:.i.de 

available to the front line _ or reserve battalions, 

it is desirable that at least a portion of these 

tanks occupy firing positions from which they 

can give anti tank protection to the battle 

position. 

The use of antitank ru:1d assault guns is in con­

flict vd th US doctrine v;hich utilizes tanks in 

the role in which the Germrns used rui ti tank 

guns und assault guns. 

_; xiv 
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44 181 140 All Present US doctrine states th&t the smallest 

engineer unit to be assigned a mission is 

normally the platoon. 

45 182 142(c) All US doctrine differs as follows: 

46 182 143 

47 198- 1-10 
202 

48 210-· 1-15 
214 

Flame throwers and improvisation of same are 

hmldled by the infantry, not engineers . 

.All US doctrine does not make flame throwers an 

All 

.All 

engineer item. US doctrine attaches engineers 

to infantry units for combat to use infantry 

supporting weapons. 

US instruction in night Dnd daylight withdrawals 

of smaller units is much.clearer and in more 

detail. The Infantry School believes that the 

information given in the manuscript is directed 

at a level of command higher than that of the 

regiment, and that it deals in too many general­

ities. The fundamentals, however, are basically 

the same. 

The Germ.'.1!1 doctrine of the del&ying action as 

described here is at variance with US doctrine. 

The German doctrine states that the delaying 

action is a combat tactic for motorized troops, 

while US doctrine does not limit the force to 

that of a completely mobile unit. In discussing 

xv 
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48 

50 

51 

(2:.int 1d) 

217-
220 

?27-
255 

l-1:2 .All 

25 .All 

All All 

the Ger~an deluying action, there is little 

aention of dafe.ilsive action. It seems as 

though the underlying theme is that of a "hit 

and run" tbchnique. US doctrine of the delaying 

action states that the tactics e~ployed are 

basically those of the defense, al though th~J 

underlying principle of a delaying action is to 

guin time without fighting a decisive engage~ent. 

The retre&t in Germ~.n retrograde movements cor­

responds to the US reti~ement movement. The two 

actions have basically the same objectives. It 

is obvious thr,t the word "retirement" is more 

desirous psychologically thnn the word "n:,treut." 

US doctrine differs as follows: 

Tht: tactical cornmmider should give only the mis­

sion to the engineer co1Tu:1lmder, not dictate what 

uses of troops v1ill be made. .This sh0uld be done 

by the engineer co!llL1r-.nder who better understcnds 

the cu.pabillties of his subordinate units. 

The German tctctics in the defense of tovms, wo:.ids, 

a.'1d river lines are basically the sa:rue as US tactics. 

There is a discussion of the principles of defense 

against cocstal landings which is not considered 

applicable at the level the ruanuscript deals with. 

xvi 
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51 (Cont'd) 

15 0eptember 1952 

The discuiosion of defense aguinst an ei::::-borne 

landing is considered to be too general and 

din:ctE:d at a higher level tr.on desired. US 

L-istruc.:t.ion ::_n defense against nn airborne 

lc:.nding is ::iorc do tailed E:nd tho:::.' :mgh. 

ThG Infantry Sch)ol 
Fort Benning, G~. 
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