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EVALUATION OF MEC%# P 360b By StHE INFANTRY SCHOOL

Revision Notes: MS # P-060b, "Small Unit Tactics"

Item Page

Recomrended changes, additions, corrections.
(with reasons — where applicable)

US armored doctrine differs as follows:

The US reconnaissance company provides security,
performs reconnaissance or light combat for
units to which assigned or attached. The
organization, equipment and training enable
this unit to attack, to defend or to delay, and
it will engage in whichever type of action its
mission and the situation dictate.

(Paragraph &, Fil 17-22.)

US armored doctrine differs as follows:

Artillery battalions mey be attached to, or
placed in direct support of, "the &rmored task
force." Centralized artillery command is main-
tained as long as this type of cqmmand can
accomplish the massing of fires in support of
every unit of the division. .When this becomes
impossible due to distance or difficulties of
communication, one or more light battazlions are
attached to each "armored task force" which
cannot be supported adéquately.
(The US counterpart of an "srmored task force"

is the combat commend within the armored
division and the above is the US doctrine.
Parugwaph 43¢ FM 17-1C0.)
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3 103 iy 5-7 US armored doctrine differs ag follows:
US armored units do not have assault guns.

If {the snemy 1s superior in tanks, heavy tank:
units may be attached in whole or in part to

the major commands. The heavy tank units

are the best antitank units in the division

G
o)

and are employed when their fire power is

needed to meet enemy tanks.

(Paragraph 102b, FM 17-100.)

4 104 19 i This paragraph is not quite clear. Apparently
there is a typographical error with tank
company substituted for engineer company.

$- LO5 R4 ALL ~  US armored doctrine differs as fcllows:

There is no US unit comparable to a 'motor-
cycle squad” of = battalion. Motorcycles are
not used in combat areas by US forces.

6 185 20 ALL US armored doctrine differs as follows:

"ave" tactics as such are not consistent

with US armored doctrine. The US tank bat-

¢t

alion normally advances by fire and maneuver.
(Paragraph 37, FM 17-33.)

7T 105 28 0 ALL  US armored doctrine on employment of heavy

tanks differg as follows:

When the enemy situation has been crystal-

N : s ¢
R] lized-and enemy tank strength is known to be
<o
2

‘ § facing the assaulting troops, the heavy tank
2 iii
?.:
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i (Cont'd) units may lead the attuck, otherwise they aru
held in reserve until a threat deveiops.

(Paragraph 250, FM 17-33.)

s lDb5 28 ALL US armored doctrine differs as follows:

US doctrine does not use the "wave" concept;
however, the initiative is retained by con-
tinuous epplicaticn of force against those
portions of the enemy defense least capable
of withstanding attack. Retention of the
initiative if furthered by a rapid succession
of attacks against vulnerable points.
(Paragraph 39, FM 17-33.)

g 106 3, ALL US doctrine differs as follows:

Artillery forward observers are attached tc each

reinforced company. (Paragraph 139, FuM 17-33.)
10 W61 33 ALL US doctrine differs as follows:
unit

The tank/commander stations himself where he
obtains the maximum observation and control of
his unit at all times, either by advancing
from one commanding terrain feature to ancther
or by taking up a central position when his
entire unit is moving. (Par. 39, FM 17-32.)

3L eI g1 34 8-10 The newly develcped T-18 type US armored

infantry vehicle is completely encloged in

armcr, thereby protecting the armored infantry

from small arms and shell fragements includ-

iv
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ing overhead artillery bursts.

(Paragraph 6, FM 7-17.)

US armored infantry battalions have a mortar
platoon rather than a "heavy morbar company."

US armored doétrine difrers as follows:
Armored infantry advance mounted as far for-
ward asg possiblé in each situation. This con-
serves energy, spéeds the advance, reduces
casualties in crossing areas swept by small
arms fires zndvshell fragments and uses the
firepower of the armored infantry vehicles.
After thé armored infantry dismount, the
vehicular machine guns are manned and fired
to give close suppert to the attack to
utilize fully the offensive capabilities of
the armored infantry vehicle.

(Paragraph 92, FM 7-17.)

US armored infantry battalicns have no
"antitank gun platoon.”

Assault gun battalions are not organic to

the US infantry division T/0&E. However,
there is one ftank company orgenic to each
infantry regiment.

US armored doctrine differs as follows:

US forces have no assault guns, but utilize
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All

tanks in infantry units in a dual role.

Tanks with infantry engage enemy armor and

automatic wespons, and support the advance

'

of friendly infantry. The infantry, in turn,
employing infuntry taétics of fire and maneuver,
support the tanks by destroying dug-in anti-
tank guns and tank hunters who cannot be
engaged or observed by tank crews.

(Paragraph 95, W 17-32.)

Reference is made in seversl places to an
artillery reserve. 'Based on other published
Germen documents it is believed that the
guthors are referring‘to & reserve of fire
rather than to a reserve of artillery units.
The poiicy of not hdlding artillery in reserve
is common to &ll armies except the Soviet who
have so much of it th@t they can seem to afford
this uneconomical practice. Normally the
reserve of the artillery is its ammunition.

US doctrine differs as follows:

It is desirable to send out a forward observer
to each front line company or similar organi-
zation. Their primary mission is to adjust
artillery fire on those hostile elements which
interfere with the mission of the unit or

units with which they are working.
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4%)

AA discussedliﬁcluées:thefAA weapons of all
units and not just AA uﬁits. Also it should
be' remembered that in the Gerﬁan Army the
bulk'of the AA units were Air Force units.
This paragraph implies a preference for
obstacles to be in front of, not to the rear
of, the MLR. These same obstacles are
desirable on the flanks, especially an ex-
posed flank and would greatly enhance the
strength of the defensive position, provided,
of course, ﬁhat the defense was tied into

the obstacle.

.US ‘doctrine is that at battalion and regi-

. mental level it is prefercble to have local

fesefvés'océupy‘prepared positions. When used
as a countefatfécking force these reserves are
reinforced with all available wezpons to in-
clude tanks.

US doctrine differs as follows:

Unit commanders must coordinate the defense
of becundaries to insure that no weak points
exist in the defense of the boundary. Within
a front line regiment, it is preferable,
usually, to have reserve units occupy prepared

positions in contrast to being held mobile.

b
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146 17 ALL US doctrine differs as folluws:

Th: suppert platoen of 2 front line company

is rarely called upon to launch a counter-
tack, and ¢ven then it is more of 2 small

niop-up acticn than 2 counterattack. Rescrve

units ars not in rear of the secter of tho

parent unit. Rather they are in the rear

pertion of the parent unit's sector.

differs as rfeollows:
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The fireg of machine guns ond mortars of the
company are integratsd inte the battalion co-
ordinzted fire plan. Our differences in organi-
zation of 2 unit modify to a degree the location
of responsibility for the employment of rifle
conpany light nmachine guns. The rifle platoon
leader and ultimately the rifle company con-—

mander ar
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see that the light
machine guns of the rifle platcéns are zmployed
to tie-in with the battalion ccordinzted fire plan.
2 S 23 3 Machine guns of the front line platoons are
normally smployed along the main line of resis-
tancs and within the platocn areacs.
26 148 2 ATE US doctrine differs ns follows:
The normal employment of = rifle company in
dafense 1s to place two rifle platoons cn line
and the third rifle platoon in support. Ons .
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57-mm rifle of the weapone platoon is normally
caployed within each rifle platoon area und

the mortars are employed by section in the
vicinity of thc support platoon. The support
platoon is located within the company area where
it can support the front line platoons by fire,
protect the flanks end reay, add depth to the
compuny position and, exceptionally, eject an
encmy penetration.

US doctrine differs as follows:

A rifie platoon does not establish &« command

~post as. such. The platoon leader may have one
.or more observation posts but he is not tied

-down; he goes wherever his presence is needed.

He assigns each squad a sector to be occupied and
& sector of fire. The fire of squad sectors

must overlap and each riflemsn within the squad
is also assigned a sector of fire which overlaps
with riflemen on his flanks. The platoon leader
also as$igns o principal direction and sector of
fire to the automatic rifleman. The rifle squad
lcader locates himself just in reur of his squad -
in & position Wh;re he can control euch man of
his squad. The decision to occupy one— or two-
man foxholes varies within units.

ix




MS # P«060b, "Small Uunit Tactice"

28 149 7 £11  US doctrine differs as follows:
Autitenk protection for the company position

is providca by locating rocket launcher teame

!

organic to pletoons to cover likely armored

approaches. Antitank rifie grenades wre «leo

employed for clcse-in antitank vrotection of

squed areas. The emplcyment of rocket lounchers

and antitank grenades is dependent upon and

used in conjunction with the battalion antitank
17 dgefense plan.

1-3 S doctrine differs as follows:

N
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The company command post is not the fighting
pcst for the company commander. It is not
normal tc combine a company command post cnd
observution post.

ARG 51 A1E US doectrine prescribes thut supplerentary posi-
tions should also be constructed within each
platoon area to provide for cll-around defence.

81 1ol 37 All 'US doetrine differs as follows:

The battalion commander develops the battalion
coordinated fire plan. He assigns the machine
funis of* the heavy weapons company final pro-
tective lines and fills in gaps in the final
protective lines with barrages of the hezvy

weapons comoany — morturs and supporting
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31 ‘cont'!d) artillery. The defensive fires of the company
suppicment the battalion fires and fill in
gops in the baﬁtalion fire plan. The coordinated
battalion fire plan is designed to engage the enemy
as early as possible and with increasing inten-
sity to keep him under fire as he approaches
the battle position. Weapons of the heavy
weapons company are not normally attached to
the rifle companies but are retained under
hattalion control.

SPRAIH L 38 il US doctrine differs as follows:

Artillery forward observers are not attached
to rifle companies but normally accompany each
rifle company to observe and adjust artillery
fires neéded to support the action of the
conpany and the battalion.

T e 39 All US doctrine differs as follows:

The battalion commander directs the employment
of the battalion antitank weapons and develops
the battalion coordinated antitank defense plan.
The company employs its antitank weapons to fill
gaps in the battalion plan. The integrated
company and battalion plan becomes the antitank

defense plen of the battalion.

“I‘ s
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55 152
36 155
87 156
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All

2-10

US doctrine differs as follows:

In defense, tanks attached tc the battalion
are employed laterally and in depth throughout
the battle position. The tank is the most
effective antitank weapon and should be located
to cover the most dangerous armored approach.
Tanks are not normally attached to rifle

companies,

US doctrine differs as follows:

Engineer uctivities such as laying AT minefields
are normally controlled by the rifle battalion
commander. Units having a need for flame throwers
are given the weapon, but the receiving unit
provides the crews.

US doctrine differs as follows:

The battalion commander assigns the defensive area
to be occupied by the company to include the for-
ward limit, the width, and depth of the position.
US doctrine differs as follows:

The missions and employment of the battalion
weapons are directed by the battalion commander.
Company fire plans are integrated into the

battalion fire plan and not vice versc.
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US doctrine differs as follows:

Tanks attached to the battazlion are distributed
laterally and in depth throughout the battle
position; tanks not engaged in their antitank
role may be used in the counterattack. Tanks
which are attached to the rifle battalion
normally are not further attached to a sub-
ordinate unit.

US armored doctrine on the employment of armored
divisions in defense differs as follows:

An armored division is designed primarily for
offensive action; however, because of its
capabilities and versatility, it occasionally
muy be used in & defensive role. An armored
division, because of its inherent characteristics

of mcbility and firepower, may be used to perform

delaying action in front of the main battle

osition, or may be used as a corps reserve
with a counterattacking mission, and on occasion

may be used to ocbupy a sector of the main battle

position. (Paragraph 161, FM 17-100.)

US armored doctrine,realizing the importance of
close cooperation and coordination between com-

manders with counteruttack missions and commanders

in font line positions, emphusizes alerting

iy
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406  (Cont'd) counterattack forces early so they know as
soon as possible the principal direction of
attack end cen make their plans accordingly.

41 164 89 1-3 US doctrine differs as follows:

The US font line battalion commander is wholly
respongible for antitank defense of his battalion
area;' He has tanks attached to his battalion
from the reginmentul tank company, but the tank
comﬁander serves as on advisor to the battalion
commander. (Pzragraph 12, Fu 7-20.)

42 165 90 : All ‘German tactiés of towed and self-propelled anti-

4 tank guns ére not utilized by the US Army.

Regimental tank company platoons in the US Army
heve & dual roie’but in defense are the principal
:antitunk.weapons availlable to the regimental
and battalion commanders. If tonks are mude
available to thé front line or reserve battalions,
it is desirable that atl least a portion of thesc
tanks occupy firing positions from which they
con give antitank protection to the battle
position,

43 = 165 92 All The use of antitank and assault guns is in con-
flict with US doctrine which utilizes tanks in
the role in which the Germens used antitank

guns and assault guns.

-1 oxiv
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44 181 140 A1l

45 = 182  -142{c) A11

46 18R 143 All

47 198~ 1-10 Al

02

48 210- 1-15 All
14

Present US doctrine states that the smallest
engineer unit to be assigned a mission is
normally the platoon.
US doctrine differs as follows:

Flame throwers and improvisation of same are
handled by the infantry, not engineers.

US doctrine does not make flame throwers an
engineer item. US doctrine attaches engineers
to infantry units for combat to use infantry
supporting weapons.
US instruction in night and daylight withdrowals
of smaller units is much clearer and in more
detail. The Infantry School believes that the
information given in the manuscript is directed
at a level of command higher than that of the
regiment, and that it deals in too many general-
ities. The fundamentals, however, are basically
the same.

The German doctrine of the delaying action as
described here is at variance with US doctrine.
The German doctrine states that the delaying
action is a combat tactic for motorized troops,
while US doctrine does not 1limit the force to

that of a completely mobile unit. In diseussing

XV
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the German delaying action, there is little
mentiom of defeasive action. It seems as

though the underlying theme is that of a "hit
and run" tecknique. US doctrine of the delaying
action states that the tactics employed are
basically those of the defense, although the
underlying principle of a delaying action is to
gain time without fighting o decisive engagenent.
The retreat in Germ:n retrograde movements cor-
recsponds to the US retirement movement. The two
actions have basically the same objectives. It
is obvious that the word "retirement" is more
desirous psychologically than the word "retreat."
US doctrine differs as follows:

The tactical commander should give only the mis-
sion to the engineer commander, not dictate what
uses of troops will be made. This should be done
by the engineer commander who better understands
the capabilities of his subordinate units.

The German tactics in the defense of towns, woods,
and river lines are basically the same as US tactics.
There is a discussion of the principles of defense
against coacstel landings which is not considered

applicable at the level the manuscript deals with.

®
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\)l (Cg)rxt'd)

15 veptember 1952

The discussion of defense agzinst an airborne
landing is considered to be too general and
dirccted at a higher level thon desired. 7S
instruction in defense against an airborne

lending is more detailed end thorough.

The Infantry School
Fort Benning, Ge.
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